lam beams you sell are the tradi-
tional 24F-1.8E North American glu-
lam, manufactured by companies such
as Springfield, Ori-based Rosboro
(Douglas fir), Anthony Forest
Products, El Dorado, Ar. (southeln
pine), and Vancouver, Wa based
Calvert Co. ' -

Recently, the West Coast Lum F
Inspection Bureau received Nor h
American code’ approval for'a new
glulam manufactured from Norway
spruce, which comes from Austria, = _

Norway spruce laminated beams
are accepted for certain: apphcatlons
and equal to some structural: values of
the more popular éxisting ploduots
from Northern American’ glulam mak-
ers: However, domiestic manufactu_rers
claim that while they may appear on
the surface to be-perfectly suitable, in
many cases they may not be. -

- Published sales literature claims
that although ‘they’ve been code
approved, glulam beams made from
Norway spruce are a*“passive” substi-
tute for engineered wood products that
builders can specify. This isn’t entire-
ly true, argue domestic prodiicers.

“They aren’t being brought in‘for
malicious reasons and are being sold
and installed with good intentions,
though they are being improperly
introduced to the marketplace,” says
Rosboro’s:Geoff Crandlemire.

Claims suggest that waay spruce
beams have the same strength and ‘sta-
bility of Douglas fir, weigh less than
southern yellow pine; and-are more
workable and cost-competitive than
LVL or PSL.

~ “There’s nothing Wrong with it.
But, there are certain design’ specs that
aren’t the same as'a Doug fir 24F
beam,” says Doug Calvert, Calvert
Co. “Our concern is théere will be a
misconception in the industry that 1t’
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"OST likely, the majority of glu-

the same—since it’s being marketed
as such.”

While the import has some of the
design values of North American
Doug fir laminated beams, such as the
capacity for certain jobs and ability to
cairy a load and perform, it’s reported-
ly missing crucial values,

None of the Norway spruce beam

values match LVL, PSL or higher
strength (30F) products like Rosboro’s
BigBeam, Anthony’s Power Beam, or
Calvert’s GL3000. There are also
installation and performance issues.

“With 24F Douglas fir or southern
pine, builders use the beam that was
specified, eliminating the need for ad-
ditional’ma_terials,” says Crandlemire.
“With beams made from Norway
spruce, specified as 24F, builders
would literally have to increase the
size of the glulam somehow, whether
that be adding more lumber, or using
stronger, different hangers—and that’s
if it was even engineered to begin
with.”

Kerlin Drake v.p. of marketing,
Anthony Forest Products, concurs: “If
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the supplier or builder installs Norway
spruce beams the same way as domes-
tic production, there will be many
cases of code non-compliance.” That
said, if the beams are “properly
designed for each loading and span
combination by a competent EWP
supplier or engineer, the effects of
unequal design values would be taken
into consideration. We just want it to
be clear that they are not a passive
substitution for domestic glulam.”

U.S. manufacturers say another fac-
tor that might come up when using the
Norway spruce beam is that builders
have to make sure their project is engi-
neered for it. If not, they will have to
increase the bearing end, and use big-
ger posts and different hangers, as
opposed to a Doug fir or southern pine
beam.

Bach part of the building industry
chain has had some confusion about
how the Norway spruce beams work
and act in load-bearing situations.

“Builders make purchasing deci-
sions daily, and it is the manufactur-
er’s obligation to help guide them to
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